
 

 
 
 



 
 

The 2009 National Academy of Sciences Report 
 

 
 

 
 In 2009, The National Academy of Sciences released Strengthening 
Forensic Science in the United States: A Path Forward. The Report detailed many 
shortcomings in the forensic science methods relied upon by law enforcement 
agencies and the legal community in criminal investigations and prosecutions, and 
made recommendations to improve the reliability of the use of the forensic 
sciences.  
 
 A full version of the Report can be obtained by visiting 
http://www.ncstl.org/resources/NAS.   
 
 Recommendation No. 10, found on pages 27–28, stated that:  

To attract students in the physical and life sciences to pursue 
graduate studies in multidisciplinary fields critical to forensic 
science practice, Congress should authorize and appropriate 
funds to the National Institute of Forensic Science (NIFS) to 
work with appropriate organizations and educational 
institutions to improve and develop graduate education 
programs designed to cut across organizational, programmatic, 



and disciplinary boundaries. To make these programs appealing 
to potential students, they must include attractive scholarship 
and fellowship offerings. Emphasis should be placed on 
developing and improving research methods and methodologies 
applicable to forensic science practice and on funding research 
programs to attract research universities and students in fields 
relevant to forensic science. NIFS should also support law 
school administrators and judicial education organizations 
in establishing continuing legal education programs for law 
students, practitioners, and judges.  

(Emphasis added.) 
 
 Since the NAS made this recommendation in 2009, what steps have 
been taken to increase and improve the education in the forensic sciences 
available to the legal community? How far along the path have we 
progressed, and how much road do we have left before us?  
  



 

Law School Education in Forensic Science 
 

 

“For the long term, . . . the best way to get lawyers and judges up to speed is 
for law schools to offer better courses in forensic science in their curricula.” 

- 2009 NAS Report, p. 236 

 

 
 

Since the NAS Report was published, several law schools have added 
courses to their curriculums that focus on the forensic sciences. While some 
schools have added these courses as part of the elective program, some schools 
have offered degrees that focus on the forensic sciences in conjunction with a legal 
education.  

Stetson University College of Law in Gulfport, Florida offers a Scientific 
Evidence Workshop that gives students an opportunity to explore the law regarding 
admissibility of scientific evidence and the strategies involved in the use of expert 
witnesses at trial. The workshop provides students with an opportunity to 
investigate a mock crime scene with members of a local law enforcement agency’s 
forensics team, to view an autopsy, and to depose and cross-examine real expert 
witnesses. For more information regarding Stetson’s hands-on approach to 
teaching law students the components of crime scene forensic investigation, please 
visit http://www.stetson.edu/law/news/index.php/2013/02/15/students-in-scientific-
evidence-workshop-visit-mock-crime-scene-on-campus/#.VeG7pvlViko. For more 



information regarding Stetson’s Scientific Evidence Workshop, please visit 
http://www.stetson.edu/law/offices/registrar/course-descriptions.php/.   

Some schools offers Masters Degrees that are open to students pursuing 
legal degrees. For example, Duquesne University offers a FEPAC-accredited 
Masters of Science in Forensic Science and Law, and George Washington 
University offers a Masters in Forensic Sciences. Students may obtain a joint J.D. 
and Masters of Science in Forensic Science and Law at Syracuse University. West 
Virginia University offers a LL.M. degree in Forensic Justice.  

For additional forensic-based coursework offered at educational institutions 
in the United States, please see the following chart.  
  



School  Program / Courses Notes 
Alliant International 
University 

Ph.D. in Psychology with 
Forensic emphasis. 

Forensic courses required; 
program includes training in 
preparing expert reports and 
judge/jury presentations. 

Arizona State University 
O’Connor College of Law 

JD Core Program Focus: 
Future of the Forensic 
Sciences 

“[W]orks to contribute to the 
growing effort to move 
forensic sciences into a more 
sound foundation, and to find 
ways to improve the law’s use 
of science in litigation…”. 

Cornell University Joint JD/Ph.D. in Forensic 
Psychology 

Six-year program that was 
started in 2013-2014. 

Drexel University Joint JD/Ph.D. in Forensic 
Psychology  

Six to seven-year program 
started in 2011. 

Duquesne University M.S. in Forensic Science and 
Law 

Accredited by FEPAC.  
Works with the college of law 
to prepare students for 
forensic science careers that 
work with the legal 
profession.  

Florida International 
University  

Ph.D. in 
Chemistry/Biochemistry with 
Forensic Science track. 

Academic program a 
component of FIU’s 
International Forensic 
Research Institute.  

John Jay College of Criminal 
Justice 

Joint JD/MA in Forensic 
Psychology and Law 

Four year program in which 
students earn their JD and MA 
in Forensic Psychology 
simultaneously.  

Palo Alto University Joint JD/Ph.D. in Clinical 
Psychology with courses in 
forensic psychology.  

JD is in conjunction with 
Golden Gate University Law 
School.  

Palo Alto University Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology 
with Forensic Psychology 
track. 

Includes education in legal 
testimony and evaluation.  

Simon Frasier University Joint JD/Ph.D. in Forensic 
Psychology. 

Approximately six-year 
program accredited by the 
APA, in existence for over 20 
years. 

Syracuse University Joint JD/MS in Forensic 
Science and Law 

Students earn their JD and MS 
in Forensic Science 
simultaneously. Marketed as 
“especially timely for judges 
and lawyers, in light of recent 
reforms in the handling of 
forensic evidence.” 



University of Florida Joint JD/Ph.D. in 
Criminology.  

Four to six-year program that 
requires students to complete 
an empirical thesis and 
dissertation in pursuit of the 
JD and Ph.D. 

Walden University Ph.D. in Forensic Counselor 
Education / Supervision.  

Online program only.  

West Virginia University LLM in Forensic Justice The U.S.’s first and only 
graduate law degree program 
in Forensic Justice.  

Widener University Joint JD/Psy.D. in Law 
Psychology, with course track 
in forensic psychology.  

Allows students to combine 
the disciplines of psychology 
and the law in order to be 
more effective advocates.  

Florida Coastal School of Law Forensic Law (2-3 credit JD 
course) 

Examines the intersection of 
law and the forensic sciences 
in both the criminal and civil 
context. Includes DNA, 
fingerprint analysis, bone 
structure, and related topics.  

Florida Coastal School of Law Genetics and the Law (2 credit 
JD course) 

Explores developments in 
genetics, including forensic 
sciences, and the relationship 
to the law.  

Harvard Law School Law and Forensic Science (2 
credit JD course) 

A course exploring the 
relationship between courts 
and the forensic sciences.  

Western Michigan Cooley 
School of Law 

Forensic Evidence in Criminal 
Cases (2 credit JD course) 

Examines use of forensic 
science, including DNA and 
polygraph evidence, in 
criminal cases. 

Stetson University College of 
Law 

Advanced Evidence (2 credit  
LLM course) 

Includes examination of 
challenges associated with 
presenting forensic evidence. 

Stetson University College of 
Law 

Expert Witnesses (2 credit 
LLM course) 

Includes instruction in the use 
of expert witnesses to present 
forensic evidence. 

Stetson University College of 
Law 

Scientific Evidence Workshop 
(2 credit JD course) 

Students explore the law 
regarding admissibility of 
scientific evidence.  

UCONN School of Law Law and Forensic Science (4 
credit JD course) 

Review and discussion of 
traditional and modern legal 
doctrines governing scientific 
evidence. 

 



Continuing Legal Education in Forensic Science 
 

 
 

 The value of education in forensic science is not limited to that of the law 
student. The 2009 NAS Report called for continuing legal education in the forensic 
sciences for attorneys as well.  
 Several legal professional organizations have responded to the 
recommendation by establishing programs that give advocates the opportunity to 
learn about developments and standards in forensics. During the American 
Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS) annual meeting, the Jurisprudence Section 
holds sessions that focus on the forensic sciences and jurisprudence. The American 
Bar Association’s (ABA) Criminal Justice Section and Science & Technology Law 
Section bring together professionals serving in various capacities to address current 
and pressing scientific and criminal justice issues. Other legal professional 
associations and government agency training organizations include the American 
Association for Justice (AAJ), National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
(NACDL), National District Attorneys Association (NDAA), and the Department 
of Justice (DOJ). The National Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers 
(NACDL) offers a Continuing Legal Education Course each spring that focuses on 
Forensic Science and the Law as well as additional self-study CLE materials on 
forensic evidence. Information regarding NACDL’s “Making Sense of Science” 
Series is available at http://www.nacdl.org/Forensics/.  
 

 

For additional forensic-based continuing legal 
education opportunities offered in the United States, 
please see the following chart.  
 



School / Entity Program / Material Notes 
Arizona Forensic Science 
Academy  

Provides education to 
prosecutors and defense 
attorneys in various forensic 
science topics. 

Started in 2011 and called a 
model for other states to 
follow; currently developing 
forensic science educational 
programs for trial and 
appellate judges.  

Laura and John Arnold 
Foundation 

Forthcoming: Lab Practices 
and Education. 

A developing online program 
to educate lawyers and judges 
in forensic science education. 

American Bar Association Scientific Evidence Review: 
Admissibility and the Use of 
Expert Evidence in the 
Courtroom, Monograph No. 9 
(2014) (C. Cwik, J. Epstein, 
and C. Henderson, eds.) 

Provides lawyers with an 
overview of issues involving 
the admissibility of scientific 
evidence in U.S. federal and 
state courts.  

American Bar Association  The Future of Evidence: How 
Science and Technology Will 
Change the Practice of Law 
(2011) (J. Epstein and C. 
Henderson, eds.) 

Provides lawyers with the 
theories, policies, laws, and 
rules that come in to play 
when the law, science, and 
technology fields intersect in 
civil and criminal cases.  

American Bar Association  ABA Fundamentals: Forensic 
Science (2012) 
(D.P. Lyle, M.D.) 

Provides lawyers with a broad 
understanding of forensic 
science types and uses, 
including DNA evidence, 
toxicology, cause of death 
evidence, and impression and 
trace evidence. 

 
  



 

Judicial Education in Forensic Science 
 

 
 
 Continuing education in forensic sciences is necessary for the judiciary as 
well as for advocates. The 2009 NAS Report noted that judges are the courtroom’s 
gatekeepers for the admissibility of scientific evidence, and must be educated and 
kept well informed of developments in the sciences that are being proffered.  
 Several organizations have established educational opportunities for the 
judiciary in this discipline, including the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS), the ABA Judicial Division Forensic Science 
Committee, The National Courts and Sciences Institute (NCSI, formerly known as 
ASTAR), the Federal Judicial Center, and The National Judicial College. The 
following chart provides a list of some judicial education programs that provide 
forensic science education opportunities in the United States.  
  



 
School or Entity Program Notes 

Arizona Forensic Science 
Academy  

Provides education to 
prosecutors and defense 
attorneys in various forensic 
science topics. 

Started in 2011 and called a 
model for other states to 
follow; currently developing 
forensic science educational 
programs for trial and 
appellate judges.  

George Mason University 
School of Law Judicial 
Education Program 

Advanced Institute on 
Forensic Statistics 

Two and a half day program 
for judges that covers 
probability, statistics, and 
econometrics including DNA 
analysis and empirical 
research.  

Laura and John Arnold 
Foundation 

Forthcoming: Lab Practices 
and Education. 

A developing online program 
to educate lawyers and judges 
in forensic science education. 

National Courts and Sciences 
Institute  

Forthcoming: The State of 
Forensics. 
 

A week long, online course in 
conjunction with NYU 
Polytechnic in which judges 
who complete the course 
receive a certificate in forensic 
evidence management.  

The National Judicial College Scientific Evidence and 
Expert Testimony course 

A live course held in 
Clearwater, Florida in 
September 2016 that will 
provide judges with the tools 
needed to evaluate, interpret, 
and rule confidently on 
scientific evidence in civil and 
criminal cases. 

Texas Center for the Judiciary Various In 2014, hosted multiple CLE 
programs for judges, many of 
which included a forensic 
science component (i.e., May 
15, 2014 presentation: 
Forensic Science: A 
Perspective Outside of the 
Echo Chamber).  

 
  



 

The Royal Society 
 

 
 The legal and scientific community worldwide has come together to discuss 
the progress made and the work yet to be done in order to fulfill the call of the 
2009 NAS Report.  
 On February 2 and 3, 2015, The Royal Society of London hosted a 
symposium titled The Paradigm Shift for UK Science. The event brought together 
extensive international experience to discuss how justice can best be served in the 
wake of emerging developments in forensic science. The resulting report can be 
accessed by visiting http://rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/370/1674.  
 In conjunction with The Royal Society symposium, the Chicheley Hall 
Working Group convened on February 4 and 5, 2015 to provide an opportunity for 
focused and centralized discussions to occur regarding the development of forensic 
science education for the legal communities. The report from the working group is 
forthcoming. Information regarding participant details and the agenda can be 
accessed by visiting https://royalsociety.org/~/media/events/2015/02/forensic-
science/SM0215-programme-booklet-final.pdf.  
 

 

 



American Bar Association Judicial Division Symposium 
 

 
 

 A symposium was held at Northwestern University School of Law in 
Chicago, Illinois on April 10, 2015. The ABA symposium focused on the ability of 
the judiciary to initiate and facilitate advancements within the courtroom with 
regards to forensic science evidence. Several experts in the legal and forensic 
science fields were in attendance, including feature speaker Barry Scheck, the co-
director of the Innocence Project.  
 Video recordings of the symposium can be accessed by visiting 
https://northwesternlaw.wistia.com/projects/woh1pfbbqb. 
 
 
 

 
 

  



 

American Bar Association Annual Meeting 
 

On August 4, 2015, the American Bar Association’s House of Delegates  
adopted House Resolution 115.  
 
 

 

[T]he American Bar Association urges the National 
Commission on Forensic Science to develop a model 
curriculum in the law and forensic science, and to provide 
training in that curriculum for federal, state, local, territorial, 
and tribal judges.  

 
The House of Delegates is the policy-making body of the ABA. Any actions 

taken by the House of Delegates become official ABA policy. 
  

 
 

The ABA published the Summer 2015 edition of the Judges’ Journal, 
titled Forensic Sciences: Judges as Gatekeeper, vol. 54 no. 3. 

 

  



 

National Commission on Forensic Science 

 

 
 
 

 The National Commission on Forensic Science (NCFS) was established by 
the Department of Justice in 2013 with the goal of improving the reliability of 
forensic science. At the NCFS meeting held on August 10 and 11, 2015, a Draft 
Directive on Forensic Science Curriculum Development was presented.  
 The NCFS recommended “that the Attorney General fund the creation of a 
fair and balanced national curriculum on forensic science issues expected to be 
brought before courts. This curriculum should be completed within one year.” The 
NCFS stated that educational programming is necessary due to the fact that law has 
a “heavy reliance” on forensic evidence, and there is an inability to properly assess 
and apply forensic science by both judges and lawyers―conditions cited within the 
2009 NAS Report.  
 The directive will be revised and presented at the NCFS meeting scheduled 
to occur on December 7 and 8, 2015.  
 
 The current version of the Draft Directive can be found at 
http://www.justice.gov/ncfs/file/641301/download.  
 
  



 

National Clearinghouse  
for Science, Technology and the Law 

www.NCSTL.org  

 
 
 
 The National Clearinghouse for Science, Technology and the Law, 
www.NCSTL.org, is a research database that provides users with over 143,000 
resources on forensic science and the law. It is the only online resource in the 
world that focuses on the nexus of science, technology, and the law. In addition to 
a searchable database, NCSTL provides newsletters about current forensic science 
topics, event information, lectures from experts, and interactive educational 
programs.  
 The NCSTL’s new online course Locating, Evaluating and Selecting Expert 
Witnesses teaches participants about the legal standards of admissibility of 
scientific evidence and how to select an expert witness to effectively provide the 
fact-finder with the scientific evidence. The course is available at 
http://leic.tennessee.edu/expertwitness.  
 



THE FUTURE 
 

 
 

 The forensic science and legal communities have made progress on the path 
towards better education for judges and attorneys as recommended by the 2009 
NAS Report. Despite the steps taken, there is still much ground to cover as we 
globally strive towards an encompassing evaluation of and appreciation for the 
sciences within the courtroom.  
 Increased education and funding will continue to be crucial. The Bureau of 
Justice Assistance (BJA) is offering grants for training capital litigators and judges 
in forensic science, to be awarded September 2015.  
 Increased interdisciplinary training must also be implemented. The National 
Commission on Forensic Sciences (NCFS) and Organization of Scientific Area 
Committees (OSAC) Recommendations for Training will aid in the efforts to 
strengthen the reliability and proper use of forensic evidence in the courts.  
  



 

Carol Henderson, Author and Presenter.  
Henderson@law.stetson.edu 

Carol Henderson is the founding director of the award winning National Clearinghouse 
for Science, Technology and the Law (NCSTL) and a Professor of Law at Stetson University 
College of Law.  Professor Henderson has planned and managed NCSTL's development since 
2002.  

Recognized as an international authority on forensic science and law, Professor 
Henderson has presented more than 280 lectures and workshops worldwide to thousands of 
forensic scientists, attorneys, judges, law enforcement and military personnel on the topics of 
scientific evidence, courtroom testimony, and professional responsibility.   
 Professor Henderson has more than sixty-five publications on scientific evidence, law 
and ethics. Her most recent book, Scientific Review: Admissibility and Use of Expert Evidence in 
the Courtroom, Monograph No.9, was published by the American Bar Association in 2013. 
 Professor Henderson served as the President of the American Academy of Forensic 
Sciences (2008-2009). She is the Co-Chair of the Life & Physical Sciences Division of the 
American Bar Association’s Science & Technology Law Section. She serves on the AAFS 
International Affairs Committee and the AAFS Think Tank, which keeps abreast of new 
technology developments and their impact on the forensic science community.   
 Professor Henderson has appeared in both the popular and professional media, including 
National Public Radio, Fox News, CBS “48 Hours,” The John Walsh Show, Montel, TruTV, 
Court TV, the American Bar Association Journal and Lawyers Weekly USA. She testified before 
Congress regarding the National Academy of Sciences report on Forensic Science.  
 Prior to receiving her J.D. from George Washington University she worked for the 
Federal Bureau of Prisons and the Department of Justice Criminal Division.  She began her legal 
career as an Assistant United States Attorney in Washington, D.C.  
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ASteven1@law.stetson.edu 

Allison Stevenson received her B.A. in Criminology from the University of South Florida 
and is a May 2016 Candidate for Juris Doctor at Stetson University College of Law. She is the 
current Editor-in-Chief of the Stetson Law Review, and has previously held the positions of 
Research Editor and Associate. She serves as a Research Assistant for Professor Carol 
Henderson, founding director of the National Clearinghouse for Science, Technology and the 
Law (NCSTL).  
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